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Faculty Assembly Meeting 
April 29, 2015 
DiStefano Lecture Hall, Antone Academic Center  
3:00-4:30 p.m. 
Quorum Count: 69 
 
 





Treasurer’s Report (James Yarnall): The current amount in the Assembly’s fund is $834.18.  
 
Elections Committee (Tim Neary): The results of the committee elections were announced. 
 
Davis Foundation Grant (Traci Warrington): Chad Raymond and Traci Warrington received a 
$64,000 grant to pilot a new pedagogy in the fall semester. 
 
Banned Books Week (Donna Harrington-Lueker): Between September 27 and October 3, the 
library will be participating in Banned Books Week.  Any faculty interested in participating in 
the teach-in feature of the program should contact Donna Harrington-Lueker. 
 
 
Curriculum Committee (Eileen Gray): 
 
The committee presented two proposals for vote. 
 
Motion: The Curriculum Committee moves that the Faculty Assembly endorse the changes to the 
Creative Writing minor. 
 
 Yes  96% 
 No  1% 
 Abstain 3% 
 
The motion passed. 
 
Motion: The Curriculum Committee moves that the Faculty Assembly endorse the Certificate 
Program in Animal Assisted Therapy (AAT) and Animal Assisted Activities (AAA). 
 
Question: Where will the expertise for these programs come from? 
 
Answer (Sr. Johnelle Luciani, Chair of the Department of Social Work): We have an expert who 
has been doing a one-credit workshop for the past few years.  And we do have additional 
expertise in the Social Work Department. 
 
Question:  For clarification, are their two or three departments involved? 
 
Answer (Eileen Gray): Two: Social Work and Holistic Counseling. 
 
Question: So there won’t be any new hires? 
 
Answer (Sr. Johnelle): No  
 
Question: Where are the competitor programs?  Are they similar to ours or is SRU’s program 
unique? 
 
Answer (Sr. Johnelle): University of Denver and the University of South Carolina.  Salve is 
unique in having two tracks, and because Salve is also looking at service animals, not just 
therapy animals. 
 
Question: Since it’s an experiential program, you would want animals to work with.  Do we have 
adjunct animals? 
 
Answer (Sr. Johnelle): Yes.  We have a group of dogs on campus in April to provide practical 
experience for students.  The students also go to horse farms to interact with horses. 
 
Question:  There is a built-in protection for the animals, correct? 
 
Answer (Sr. Johnelle): Absolutely. 
 
Question: Will the courses go through the animal care and usage process? 
 
Answer (Sr. Johnelle): All animals have been through the process. 
 
Question: Why is the proposal not fully developed? 
 
Answer (Sr. Johnelle): We wanted the concept approved before working on a complete proposal. 
 
Yes  59% 
 No  29% 
 Abstain 12% 
 
The motion passed. 
 
 
Academic Affairs Update (Scott Zeman, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs): 
 
Dr. Zeman outlined his overall vision for reorganizing the Office of Academic Affairs, which 
includes the reunification of Arts and Sciences and Professional Studies, the decentralization of 
authority, and creation of a more faculty-centric model. 
 
During the 2015-16 academic year, an Interim Dean of Academics will oversee the academic 
component at Salve including the following responsibilities: curriculum, assessment, program 
development, budget oversight, leadership of the department chairs, academic advising, faculty 
tenure and promotion, faculty development, and faculty hiring. 
 
This Interim Dean will come from the current Salve faculty and begin in August when the 
current Dean of Arts and Sciences and Dean of Professional Studies step down. 
 
There will be an Assistant Dean(s) to assist the Interim Dean.  The assistant(s) will be selected in 
consultation with the Interim Dean. 
 
Dr. Zeman will ask for nominations and self-nominations by May 15.  There will be a search 
committee and interviews to select the Interim Dean. 
 
A question and answer session followed Dr. Zeman’s remarks. 
 
 
FACSB Update (Bernard Munge, Co-chair of FACSB): 
 
FACSB is meeting with Sr. Jane on May 12.  The goal is to raise faculty salaries to the median 
level of competitor schools. 
 
 
Faculty Assembly Year in Review (Craig Condella): 
 
Craig Condella, outgoing Speaker, reviewed the Assembly’s 2014-15 initiatives: 
 
• Render the Faculty Assembly Canvas page more user-friendly 
• Update the Archives for Faculty Assembly 
• Consider formation of a faculty committee to review the Faculty Manual on a more 
regular basis 
• Look into the possible creation of a Faculty-Student Honor Code and Board 
• Continuing conversations: voting processes, information technology, adjunct faculty 
 
Dr. Condella suggested, for future consideration, that the Assembly discuss the issue of raising 
the required quorum count from 40% to 50%, which is in accordance with Robert’s Rules. 
 
 
Election of a New Speaker (Tim Neary, Chair of Elections Committee): 
 
Carol Gibbons was nominated and declined.  Troy Catterson was nominated and declined.  
James Yarnall was nominated and accepted the nomination.   
 
James Yarnall was elected by acclamation.   
 
 
Faculty Announcement (Scott Zeman): 
 




Adjourned 4:40 p.m. 
